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The Transformative Power of Resurrection 

 

“Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one 

abnormally born. For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without 

effect”, 1 Corinthians 15:7-9 (NIV) 

 

Dear Friends – 

 

I have been following some of you and your churches on Facebook during this Holy Week and have seen so 

many wonderful things you have done to celebrate Christ’s upmost sacrifice and glorious resurrection which 

affirms the power of life over death, and how the power that brought Christ from the dead continues at work in 

the lives of many in our communities. I am very proud of you all!  

 

During the past few days the Apostle Paul has been on my mind. He considered himself an eye-witness of the 

resurrection. His experience on the road to Damascus was such a powerful transformational experience in his 

life that he considered himself one of the living testimonies of the reality of the Risen Christ. 

 

Re-reading the Bible passages where Paul recounts his conversion experience and connecting Paul with Wesley 

and his quest for “the faith that saves”, I was reminded of my own need for continued renovation, 

transformation and resurrection. It is not just that I had an experience of conversion, of being brought from 

darkness to light. It is that I have had that experience multiple times during my Christian journey and still need 

that some more. 

 

My first resurrection-type experience was at age 11 during a Youth Camp in August 1967, when I first was 

deeply moved by the Word of God and answered my first altar call ever. That day is marked in my calendar as 

the day when I first met the Living Christ and experienced the power of his resurrection. 

 

Later on, I experience the power of the Risen Christ in December of 1977 when I heard God calling me to 

ministry and the power of the Holy Spirit had to do some real work on me before I accepted the challenge and 

surrendered unconditionally to God’s purpose. 

 



Once again I was deeply touched and empowered by the Resurrected Savior in October 1979 when I had a 

personal experience with the Holy Spirit that marked a before and after in my Christian life. I experienced at 

that time what John Wesley called “the second blessing”. 

 

Again I felt that power at work on me during my experience in the sugar cane fields from September 1980- 

August 1982. Only because of that power and that grace poured out on me was I able to endure and come out 

victorious from that experience. 

 

And after that, I feel like I have needed a transformational experience in the power of the Christus Victor every 

time I was called to serve six different appointments in local churches in Cuba and two in the United States. 

 

It has been said in psychological circles that a person needs to “re-invent” him/herself every certain number of 

years in order to get ready for higher endeavors. We preachers also like to use the image of the eagle, needing 

every 40 years or so to hide itself in a high mountain to experience a complete renewal of its feathers and even 

to repeatedly hit his beak on the rock until it comes out and a new one is born. 

 

In Greek mythology there is the narrative of the Phoenix, a bird with colorful red, yellow and orange feathers, 

which dies every 500 years to come alive again from its ashes. Thus the expression: “reborn from its ashes, like 

the Phoenix”. 

 

All of that could be used as to affirm our spiritual need for continued renewal and transformation, particularly 

as we face the challenges of ministry in a broken world. 

 

My suspicion is that so often we refer to our experiences of re-birth or resurrection as something pertaining to 

the past, just as I did a few minutes ago. We could easily refer to a moment of healing; an unexpected answer to 

prayer, a completely closed situation we were living in that only through divine intervention was opened and 

transformed by the power of God. 

 

Could we testify of something really eye-opening and transforming that has happened recently in our lives? Has 

anyone been recently almost dying spiritually or even physically and only because of a miracle in his/her life 

was renewed and transformed? 

 

When we are having difficulty to pray, when we feel spiritually dry and lacking inspiration for our preaching or 

vision for our next step in ministry, we would probably need the real power of the resurrection to operate in us 

in such away that we can testify like Paul did: “He (the Risen Christ) appeared to me also, as to one abnormally 

born”. 

 

By the grace of God, my friends, I am what I am. But I would do everything in my power for that grace to 

continue to bear fruit in me and through me. 

 

As we celebrate Easter, let’s ask God to intervene in our lives and bring new life to our dried out bones. Let’s 

ask the Risen Christ to visit us like Paul on the road to Damascus, to give our lives new meaning and purpose. 

Let’s invite the Holy Spirit to revive us again, filling us with that presence that will continue to empower us to 

be the leaders God has called us to be. 

 

Happy Easter! 

Truly yours in Christ’s service, 
 

Rini 
Rev. Dr. Rinaldo (Rini) Hernandez 



CLERGY  -  REGISTER NOW FOR THIS ALL DAY EVENT!!!!! 
Whether you are full-time or part-time….Register and let us know if 

you WILL or WILL NOT be attending. 
 

CLERGY TEAM RETREAT & CLERGY SPOUSE GATHERING – APRIL 16, 2013 

This meeting will be from 9:30am until 3:30pm 
Guest Speaker: Bishop Dick Wills 

Retreat Location: Boca Grande UMC 

(You will need $6 cash for toll bridge) 
CLICK HERE to register 

 
Thank you to the following people who have already registered letting us know if they WILL or WILL NOT be 

attending: David Ames, Glenda Brayman, Brian Brightly, Barb Bryant, John Bryant, Curtiss Cain, Cherie Chapman, 

Lori Cotten, Ralph Cotten, Jeanne Davis, George Dzyndra, Patrick Elmore, Tom Fuller, Victoria Guthrie, Amy 

Harper, David Harper, John Hicks, Denman Jones, Kim Joyner, Shari Lacey, Mike Loomis, Nancy Metz, Jerry 

Milner, Lisa Milner, Jim Mitchell, Tom Moore, Wes Olds, Doug Pareti, Vince Price, Dan Prine, Shani Prine, Brian 

Russell, Ted Sauter, Clarice Setser, Brian Smith, Marion Sortore, David Stauffer, Bob Suter, Roy Terry, Jay 

Therrell, Jerry Van Dyken, Jim Wade, Duane Waters, Charley Watts, Larry White, Rebecca White, Peggy Wilkins, 

Vic Willis, Chet Zarzycki 
 

Clergy Team Meetings are mandatory for all full-time clergy. 

Part-time clergy are encouraged to attend. 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><

 
Report from Mike Edwards, SW District Youth Coordinator 

 
We had 8 youth leaders from 6 SW District UM churches meet in Collier County in March.  We discussed our 

summer mission trips and ongoing programs.  Chelsea Hernandez from Riverside Retreat gave us an update on the 
summer camp plans as well as several other exciting programs they are offering.  Did you need wilderness first aid 
training or your lifeguard certificate?  If so, contact Chelsea at chelsyl.anderson@gmail.com.  Terry Hand from North 
Naples UMC presented info on the Youth 4 Orphans (Y4O) program his church is spear heading.  Watch for more info on 
that in your emails.   I am still trying to pin down a date and location for a meeting in April, and I will send out an email 
once I have something definite. 

 
We are looking at a district wide youth lock-in in the fall.  The date and location are still in the works, so stay 

tuned.  At our last district lock-in, we had over 100 youth with 18 or so adults from 8 UM churches.  If you would be 
interested in being on the design team for this event, or even hosting it at your church, contact me at 
medwards@faithum.com. 

 
After 25 years as a Methodist, and 13 years working with Methodist youth, I am attending my first Annual 

Conference this year.  I am staying at the Hyatt and would love to put faces with names if you are attending.  Joel 
Pancoast, the Conference Youth Coordinator, is hosting a lunch on Thursday for all youth leaders.  You need to register 
with him at jpancoast@flumc.org for that though. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 

Mike 
Contact info: Mike Edwards, FLUM SW District Youth Coordinator 
Youth Director, Faith UMC, 15690 McGregor Blvd., Ft. Myers FL 33908 -- medwards@faithum.com. 

http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/4054
mailto:chelsyl.anderson@gmail.com
mailto:medwards@faithum.com
mailto:jpancoast@flumc.org
mailto:medwards@faithum.com


<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
2013 Annual Conference will be held at The Lakeland Center from June 13 – 15, 2013 

 

South West District Pre-Conference Orientations: 

Sunday, May 19th – 3pm: Nuevo Pacto UMC, 5535 Hwy 27 S, Sebring FL 33870 

Tuesday, May 21st – 6:30pm: Christ UMC, 1475 Center Road, Venice FL 34292 

Thursday, May 23rd – 6:30pm: Estero UMC, 8088 Lord’s Way, Estero FL 33928 

 

 

                       An Invitation from Bishop Ken Carter…………………….. 
During our Annual Conference meeting this June, the agenda will include “Telling Our Stories,” which will 
feature conference members telling their stories about how they are becoming disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We want stories about who we are and what God is doing in our lives.  About how we are ordinary people 
trying our best, with God’s help, to point our feet toward being Jesus’ disciples every day.  And, how we don’t 
get it right every time, we aren’t perfect, and we also have mountaintop experiences.  Those are the details 
that provide inspiring, rich and diverse stories about our lives and our faith. 
 
For those storytellers who attend the Annual Conference, we ask that you share your stories on the stage 
during our plenary sessions.  For those who can’t take the stage, we will attempt to produce a video of you 
telling your story to show during Annual Conference. 
 
Check the conference news page (www.floridaconferenceconnection.info) on April 4 for all the details on how 
to tell your story. 

 

“A Million Reasons” to Stop Hunger Now 
 
“A Million Reasons”—a year-long Florida Conference mission to pack 1,000,000 
meals to fight hunger—will be launched at Annual Conference in June with a Stop 
Hunger Now meal-packaging event. 
 
The goal during the AC event is to package 100,000 meals with volunteers on Wednesday and Thursday before 
the business sessions begin.  “We will need many hands and feet of Jesus Christ to join in packaging meals to 
launch “A Million Reasons,” Janet Kelley, administration assistant for the East Central District said.  “We invite 
our AC members, local church groups and our youth groups to help make “A Million Reasons” happen.”  
Information on how to sign up and details about the event will be available shortly, she added.  Janet, along 
with our other district AAs are helping coordinate the event with our Bishop's wife, Pam Carter, and they are 
calling on us all to lend a hand to fight hunger. 
 
“I can think of “A Million Reasons” to pack Stop Hunger meals this year,” Pam Carter said.  “And, here’s my 
personal reason:  a girl I met six years ago in Haiti wasn’t getting a midday meal.  Now she and the other 

http://www.floridaconferenceconnection.info/


children who attend her school are served a daily meal because the school receives Stop Hunger Now 
shipments.” 
 
“For every one of us there is a personal reason to do something about hunger,” she said.  “Let’s find a million 
reasons this year!” 
 
Look for more information soon about “A Million Reasons” on your district websites, the Conference website, 
and in your email. 

 

TO ALL CLERGY AND LAY MEMBERS TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE……   

If you are clergy or lay member to Annual Conference and did not request an Annual Conference 

Workbook to be sent to you, please make sure that you print a copy from the Conference 

website or download the Annual Conference Workbook to your electronic device before you 

come to Annual Conference.  There is the possibility of internet and wi-fi connections being 

intermittent.  

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 
Please join Rev. Dr. Jeff Stiggins as he leads two workshops in the Venice and the Fort Myers 
area.  Join us on Saturday, May 11 at Christ UMC in Venice or on Saturday, May 18 at Faith UMC 

in Ft. Myers. 
 

These workshops are free but we do need everyone to register so we have enough materials. 
Rev. Stiggins will be leading the following workshops: 

 
How do we improve our congregation’s missional connection to our community? 

In this practical workshop, we will review why connecting with our community in mission 

is so critical.  We will discover two “lenses” that will help leaders (1) see more clearly how 
they are currently connecting to the community and (2) discern how they might take next 

steps toward their connection becoming more Christ-like.  We will then view three 
ministry video clips through these lenses and discuss how each ministry is Biblically sound 
and how it could be improved. 

Why does change bring conflict and how can we respond to it faithfully? 
Where two or more are gathered together . . . there will be conflict! This is especially so 

today in an age of change when congregations must change how we “do church” if our 
congregation is to remain missionally vital. This workshop will help participants (1) 
understand why conflict is so common and (2) discover practical, Biblical strategies for 

faithfully living out Jesus’ call for us to be agents of reconciliation as we faithfully follow 
Him. 

 
To register: 

Click here for the event at Christ UMC in Venice on May 11 

 
Click here for the event at Faith UMC in Fort Myers on May 18 

 
Contact the South West District Office (941-371-6511) with any questions. 

 

http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/4270
http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/4271


<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 
Hispanic Training for All Pastors and Leaders 
Modulo 1 - Plan Nacional Hispano 
Date/Fecha April 26,27,28 
Place/lugar: Christ UMC Lehigh Acres 
address: 1430 Homestead Rd, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 
cost/costo $25 per person (includes lunch) 
Registration with Pedro Jimenez 
email: pedrojimenez2006@yahoo.es,  

 
UNITED METHODIST MEN:  2013 Men’s Boot Camp 
Men mark your calendar for you will not want to miss this gathering of men ages 18 and up together as the Body of 
Christ. You will receive GREAT TEACHINGS, GREAT SPEAKERS, GREAT FELLOWSHIP & GREAT FOOD! 
 
Check-in       Thursday April 11, 2013 at 3pm  Conclusion    Sunday April 14, 2013 early afternoon 
 
Where: Riverside Retreat, 7305 County Road 78, LaBelle, Fl 33835 Cost $225.00 per person 
Register and make payment at www.englewoodumc.net.  Follow Retreat instructions on website.  We need payment by 
March 1, 2013.  Contact Steve Kennedy skennedy@surecretedesign.com or 941-474-5588 with questions. 
Come and share this experience with Christian men along the banks of the Caloosahatchee River at this beautiful 
Riverside Retreat. The teachings will be based on the message of Wild at Heart by John Eldridge. Sign up now to reserve 
your place. Space is limited to forty-eight. 

 
ENUMC HAS “DRESS A GIRL AROUND THE WORLD” SEWING PARTY 
On Saturday, March 9, more than thirty ladies gathered in the fellowship hall of  East Naples United Methodist 
Church to turn pillow cases into dresses that will help give impoverished girls around the world a sense of 
identity and self worth. 
 
“Dress A Girl Around the World” is a program of Hope 4 Kids International, a Christian organization dedicated 
to helping children around the globe.  Shirley Thrasher, a seasonal attendee at East Naples UMC, brought the 
idea of “Dress a Girl” down from her church in Indiana.  A group that included teenagers to Golden Agers, 
members of the church’s Hispanic ministry, seasonal “snowbirds” and full-time Neapolitans got together for 
four hours on a Saturday to make the pillow case dresses that Hope 4 Kids advocates.  Kris Clemmensen, the 
church’s chair of Missions, and Elaine Thomas, the wife of Pastor Jim Thomas, aided Mrs. Thrasher in 
organizing and directing the women into an “assembly line” that produced more than thirty completed dresses 
that day, with another 120 in the “pipeline” to be completed. 
 
A good time was had, relationships were made, and wonderful ministry was accomplished.  A follow-up Sewing 
Saturday was set to finish dresses and many of the “snowbirds” planned to take the idea back to their churches 
up north. 

 
Two ways to share the exciting events at your church! 

Have an exciting event going on in your church that you want everyone to know about?  You can 
now advertise your local church events on the FLUMC website. Click here to access local church 
events.  Click here for steps to post local church events. 
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"What Are Umc Doing?" 
What Are Umc Doing? is the local church video community created by the FLUMC for churches to 

learn how other local churches are impacting their communities and to share what you are doing 
in yours. To submit a video, go to http://www.whatareumcdoing.org 
 

YOU CAN VIEW ALL LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS ON THE CONFERENCE WEBSITE – SELECT 
“LOCAL CHURCH EVENTS” UNDER THE ‘QUICK LINKS’ SECTION 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
 

 
 
God Works in Mysterious Ways 
 
Just a few years ago I was sitting listening to a presentation given by two Cuban pastors. The question was asked, “Is 
there anyone here that would be interested in going to Cuba?”  I do not know why or how but my arm shot up with the 
intensity and height that I had never felt.   I still say today, “I did not raise my arm but it was standing tall in a room full 
of witnesses.”   
 
Nine months later I find myself standing in the Havana Airport scared but with determination as I approached the Cuban 
Customs officer’s window.  I had said many prayers and knew I was not alone but this is the real thing. I am in a 
Communist country that does not like Americans. Why would I put myself in this position?  I knew God had something in 
mind for me but at this time I was not sure what it was.  But I was determined that I was going to tell the Cuban people 
about Jesus Christ and what He had done in my life.  Little did I know what was about to happen! I made it through 
customs without a hitch and was very thankful for that.  I have not mentioned that my wife, Janet, was with me and she 
was not as “should I say, as enthusiastic” about this trip as I was. 
 
God’s transition started immediately as we attended church service after church service. Every church we went to was 
filled with brothers and sisters in Christ that held nothing back. They worshiped and prayed with the intensity I had 
never witnessed.  They danced, sang, waved their arms, and cried with the emotions of the love for their Heavenly 
Father.  It was infectious I could feel God’s presence! 
 
As we worked our way across Cuba to our sister church we could not believe what we had witnessed, but God had much 
more planned for us.  We arrived in Alcala, our sister church, with much anticipation. We were not prepared for what we 
were about to see and experience.  The people welcomed us with open arms.  The pastor and his wife had two beautiful 
daughters, 8 and 9 years old, we immediately fell in love with them.  They had “nothing” material but they gave us all 
they had, their love of Jesus Christ.  We played, worshipped, sang, laughed at and with each other for three days.  Now it 
was all drawing to a close and Pastor Alex asked me to speak at the church service on our last night together. I was 
honored to be part of the service. 
 
The image is forever embedded in my mind; in a banana orchard with four poles and tin roof, dirt floor and one 
fluorescent light was their church.  In this dimly lit location were sixty to seventy people, just days ago totally unknown 
to my wife and I, were gathered for worship.  Now they are friends, true brothers and sisters.  As I closed my message 
Pastor Alex and his family came forward with hugs of love and appreciation.  In parting he asked the congregation to 
circle around us and they laid their hands on us. As the congregation crowded in just to touch us something happened.  
Never before had the presence of Jesus Christ been so dominate in a location, I know He was there, I could feel His 
presence. There is no doubt in my mind one of those hands was Jesus.  As the tears rolled down my face I realized why I 
was in Cuba.  It was not to teach the Cuban people about Jesus Christ, they knew about Him, it was to teach me. God 
had completed his transition.  Yes, God works in mysterious ways. 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001SvXD4qQTG552UDu-P-H-zaV8IHT9RxLDmB8UT567YCMM4qBwU602jqi7RaRGk1f7eCgUtnWCWRvobmGE_VvWJdBblhrFHGIxsARlxaJyBqz4chqZeAyv3w==


I have returned to Cuba many times since that first trip.  It is always with great anticipation of spending time with my 
brothers and sisters and our continued relationship through Jesus Christ. 
 
Dan Christopherson 
South West District Cuba Coordinator 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
 
Official Notice from the Department of State, Division of Corporations 
 
The 2013 Annual Report is now due.  To file your Annual Report, simply go to the Division of 
Corporations' website, www.sunbiz.org and file online. 
 
Please note; if you file after May 1st, you will incur a $400 late fee that cannot be waived. 
 
All Corporations, Limited Liability Companies and Limited Partnerships must file an Annual 
Report to maintain "active" status and avoid administrative dissolution or revocation.  
Instructions are available on the website, and you may pay by credit card, check, or through a 
sunbiz account. 
 
Do not be misled by similar websites.  Go to www.sunbiz.org and you will see a banner at the 
top of the screen stating 'Florida Department of State, Division of Corporations.' 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

      HELP WANTED & CLASSIFIEDS…. 
 

 

 Administrative Assistant needed immediately  -  Venice-Nokomis UMC is looking for someone with 
basic typing and data entry skills necessary. MUST have good communication skills and be able to 
multi-task.   Part time 15 hours per week. $10.00 hour.  Please email resumes to vnumc@daystar.net 
 
 

Don’t forget to check the Conference website (www.flumc.org) to find job postings, items for sale, donations, 
etc.  Just select “Classifieds” on the left side of the homepage. 
 

 

CALENDAR NOTES: 
Apr 16 - ALL DAY Clergy Team Meeting. Location: Boca Grande UMC (9:30am-3:30pm) 
May 5 – Announcement Sunday 
May 9 – SW District NCD Meeting, Location TBD 
May 23 – dCOM. Location: First-Punta Gorda 
May 19 – Pre-Conference Orientation: Nuevo Pacto UMC-Sebring (3pm-4:30pm) 
May 21 – Pre-Conference Orientation: Christ UMC-Venice (6:30pm-8pm) 
May 23 – Pre-Conference Orientation: Estero UMC (6:30pm-8pm) 
Jun 13-15 – Annual Conference: The Lakeland Center 
Jun 13 – SW District Ice Cream Social at Annual Conference. FL Southern Alumni Center (8:30pm-10pm) 
 

http://www.sunbiz.org/
http://www.sunbiz.org/
mailto:vnumc@daystar.net
http://www.flumc.org/


This newsletter gives an overview of some of the activities of the South West District and the Conference.  
Please make a note of these events and encourage your lay ministers and church members to participate. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

57th ANNUAL CHURCH MUSIC WORKSHOP 
The Florida Chapter of the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts is pleased to announce 
that our 57th Annual Church Music Workshop will be held from Sunday afternoon, June 16th through Friday 
noontime, June 21st, 2013, at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland Park (Leesburg).  Anyone involved in 
church music or worship planning, both traditional and contemporary, adults or youth, are invited to join us.  
This year’s theme, "Sing for Joy: Songs of Grateful Praise" is based on Colossians 3:16.  Clinicians for the 
workshop will be Adult Choral Clinician Jeff Faux, Director of Sacred Arts at First Presbyterian Church in 
Bonita Springs and artistic director of the Fort Myers Symphonic Mastersingers; Youth Clinician Andrew 
Minear, Director of Choral Activities at Dr. Phillips HS in Orlando; Advanced Handbell Clinician Rick 
Holdsworth, Director of Music at Pine Shores Presbyterian Church in Sarasota and founding director of the 
“Ring Sarasota” Community Handbell Ensemble.   
 
Our Annual Church Music Workshop is for adults and youth (College, High School and Middle School) and has 
a variety of seminars to meet everyone’s music ministry needs.  We invite you to take this opportunity to 
connect with other church musicians and worship leaders and be renewed.  For more information and for 
registration information, please visit our website at:  www.floridafellowship.org or contact Joan FitzGerald, 
Workshop Chairperson, at joan.fitzgerald@verizon.net or Registrar Dan Shorb at info@floridafellowship.org.  
 

http://www.floridafellowship.org/
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